Introduction
Phospholipase A 2 (PLA2) is a key enzyme in the production of potent inflammatory mediators, namely prostaglandins, leukotrienes and platelet activating factor. In fact, high levels of PLA2 activity have been found in either the sites and/or sera of patients with various inflammatory diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis, 2'3 acute pancreatitis, 4 ,s inflammatory bowel disease, 6 and septic shock. 7 Furthermore, PLA2 activity in human synovial cells, rat astrocytes, 9 and rabbit articular chondrocytes 1 was markedly induced in response to inflammatory cytokines such as interleukin 1 and tumour necrosis factor (TNF). The serum PLA2 activity in some of those conditions correlates with disease activity. 6'11'12 Phospholiphase A2 activity in gingival crevicular fluid 21 Thus the sites were assigned to two groups by using the marker, BOP. A trace of activity was found in peripheral blood that flowed from periodontal tissue into the gingival crevice (periodontal pocket) upon periodontal examination (probing) and no activity in saliva from the oral cavity was found (Fig. 3 ). There was a close relationship between the activity in both GCF and the periodontal tissue taken from the same sites (Fig. 4) . These results indicated that the activity detected in GCF was from that produced in the tissues then secreted into the crevice.
In inflammatory disorders, such as rheumatoid arthritis, 11 
